
Discovering

Fort Plain



London Chronicle 

details the story of 

Joseph Brantôs 

plans to attack the 

Mohawk Frontier 

just 3 months 

before the Cherry 

Valley Massacre

The London Chronicle 
OCT 24, 1778

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman at Albany

August 22,1778

ñWe are in daily expectation of further insults from the savages: they 

appear to be collecting in large parties, and determined in their 

measures. Col John Wheelock, accompanied by Major Clyde and a 

small number of men as a reconnoitering party, at the request of 

General Stark, has penetrated the Indian Country to the enemyôs line at 

Tunadille (Unadilla), about 50 miles southwest of Cherry Valley. His 

business was to view the nature and situation of the country, and, if 

possible, the strengths and designs of the enemy. He is returned and 

brings the following intelligence, viz. That the number of enemy, 

Indians and Tories, is about 1000 men, under the independent 

command of Capt. Joseph Brant: that they expect us to attack them; but 

if not, they are determined on a vigorous attack on the frontiers of the 

Mohawk River: that there are about two to 300 men about the mouth of 

Tunadilla River, but their chief place of rendezvous is Onoughquago: 

that the Indians are rather disaffected to Butler, that he is not at 

Tunadilla, but in some part of the western country: that some of 

Butlerôs party have joined Capt. Brant: that Brantôs party are in high 

spirits, eager for action, and that he conducts his affairs with as much 

secrecy as possible: that scouting parties from the enemy are 

continually out, especially up the Susquehanna; and a rambling guard 

from Flax Island, in the Susquehanna River, over the baron mountains 

to the Tunadilla River, by which means the inhabitants and refugees are 

invironed, and think themselves entirely secure.ò



Cherry Valley Massacre

The highly 

publicized Cherry 

Valley Massacre 

occurred on 

November 11, 

1778. The survivors 

relocate to the 

Mohawk Valley 

seeking refuge and 

the security of the 

Mohawk River



August 2, 1780 

Minden District 

is burned by 

Joseph Brant



Newspaper Story on the August 2nd, 1780  

Burning of the Canajoharie-Minden District 

from the Pennsylvania Gazette



Col Samuel Clyde Complains to 

Governor Clinton on Aug 8th

ñto send generals her without men, is just liek 

sending a man to the woods to chop without an ax.ò



Aug 11, 1780 

General 

Orders from 

Governor 

Clinton 

authorizing 

General 

Robert Van 

Rensselaer to 

Establish a 

Post on the 

Frontier



September 11, 1780

Troops at Fort Rensselaer

First official document establishing Fort Rensselaer as a frontier outpost



Col Malcom& Gen Van Rensselaer 

complain about Col Harper
Albany Septr 14 1780

Dr Governor 

I am honored with your letter by Co Hays -- My application for Pawling differs 

in Complexion from the Views of our Esopusfriends -- but that matter is 

Pawlingsseeing it proposed will deliverdme from Embarresmt But at a 

considerable hazard I would buy at the Expense of one Company -- You know 

the Circumstances of Dubois & Benscoten-- Genl Ranslaerwill tell you that 

Harper is a blockhead-- pray confirm my order for Pawling & I will instantly 

detach a good Compy -- Things begin to brighten up -- I get Acquainted & the 

people begin to find out that they must either give up their passes or Rations --

I hope now to hold all necessary posts -- but must have Two Compysto fort 

Scuyler-- The Nine months men will not amount to 200 -- that is not sufficient 

to make a Garrison -- at least it ought to be Stronger Two Months -- what is to 

be done -- Augment from the Three months men ---- ?

The fellows who are officers have furloughed the men -- what Scoundrellsto 

be trusted with the lives & property of a Country ---- Genl Ransaleerwill 

report concerning this matter -- If they attempt to serve as I find they have 

him I certainly will punish them Severly--



Malcomreports mutiny of Harperôs men 

blaming Harper as the cause

Albany Septr 16 1780

Dear Goverr

I had the Honor of to write your Excellency a long letter by General Ranslaera 

few days ago, in which I gave a particular report of the of the disposition of the 

Troops at that time.

I am persuaded that Pawlingsis not to much wanted on the Frontiers of Esopus

as for the proposed service -- Major Dewitt will do as well there, but supposing 

him a better officer he will not answer my purpose on account of Rank --

Harpur must go, if Pawling does not-- and by all accounts he is not a proper 

person -- Col Brown who is just come to Town informs me that some 

Companysof Harpurs have mutinyd on receiving the orders of march and 

that the officers are the Abbettors-- not being willing to leave particular 

places -- and he gives it as his Opinion that they are not a Corps to be trusted 

in the Garrison -- However all the use I would make of the information is to be 

more particular in the Commanding Officer --



Col Malcomis frustrated by 

Harperôs unprofessional conduct

Fort RanselaerSepr 25 1780

Dear Governor,

I might as well ask Col Harpur about the day of Judgementas about 

his Regiment -- I really have not patience to mention instances of his 

Unofficer like condt -- To Accommodate Dadys, MamysWifes&c I 

have TransferdMajor Hughs-- Drake & Lawrence wh good Subs to 

HarpursCorps -- This will make them Respectable, and Major Hughs

will Conduct the Garrison, perhaps as well as those who have been 

longer Accustomed to separate Command -- He has more 

Understanding & I am Convinced more Industry than any that I can 

assign for that Command -- He will for the future be returned as of 

HarpursRegt & Commanding at Fort Scuyler-- have given Harpur a 

furlough -- any time & place --



Col John Brown is killed in battle at 

Stone Arabia Oct 19,1780



Newspaper Story 

on the Battles of 

Stone Arabia & 

Klockôs Field 

reprinted in the 

London Chronicle 

January 25, 1782



Van Rensselaer Court-Martial
March 12, 1781


