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Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman at Albany
August 22,1778
iWe are in daily expectation ¢f further insults from
appear to be collecting in large parties, and determined in their
measures. Col John Wheelock, accompanied by Major Clyde and

small number of men as a reconnoitering party, at the request of LO n d O n C h rO n |C|e
General Stark, has penetrated l ndi an Country to
Tunadille (Unadilla), about 50 miles southwest of Cherry Valley.
business was to view the nature and situation of the country, anda[L d etal IS th e Sto ry Of
possible, the strengths and designs of the enemy. He is returned apd

brings the following intelligence, viz. That the number of enemy, J OS e p h E
Indians and Tories, is about 1000 men, under the independent

command of Capt. Joseph Brant: that they expect us to attack thenp; but

if not, they are determined on a vigorous attack on the frontiers of]jr p I an S to attaC k th e
Mohawk River: that there are about two to 300 men about the mough of

Tunadilla River, but their chief place of rendezvous is Onoughguadp: M O h aWk F ro ntl e r

that the Indians are rather disaffected to Butler, that he is not at

Tunadilla, but in some part of the western country: that some of
Butl erbés party have joined Camt . BJlaIStt BtmomthSt 0s
spirits, eager for action, and that he conducts his affairs with as mye

secrecy as possible: that scouting parties from the enemy are
continually out, especially up the Susquehanna; and a rambling gugard befo re th e C h e rry
y M assacre

from Flax Island, in the Susquehanna River, over the baron mountgins Val I e
secur e.

=

to the Tunadilla River, by which means the inhabitants and refugedis are
i nvironed, and think themselyv entire
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The highly é\ e
publicized Cherry [ RS
Valley Massacre | & '
occurred on |
November 11,
1778. The survivors
relocate to the
Mohawk Valley
seeking refuge and
the security of the
Mohawk River
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Newspaper Story on the Augu$e 21780
Burning of the Canajoharklinden District
from the Pennsylvania Gazette

Saturday‘ Sy ke il

AMERTICA,

“Frons the Pisnsstvania GAZETTE.
g Fifhkilly Augull 17.
ey ¢ UR  accounts of the damage
done by the motley allics of
Great ' Britain, up the Mo-
hawk River, are very imper-
fedt. Itisreported they have
burat the ‘principal pae of
e Cano'vhary, a fime féttlement
ahout 36 m-ic from Albany, and rz or 13
hotifes at Schonarie. - Few hives were 1o, the |
peoplc having whandoned their habitations

Nerobivey Aug'17. General Walliington's
army fince they rccmm.d the North River,
haye ugcupied an entire “new encampment,. a
ic\x miles welt ‘of Dobb's Férry, in a plcnuful
neighbourhood.




Col Samuel Clyde Complains to
Governor Clinton on Aug®™

Nto send generals her w
sending a man to the wo




General Orders.

The Levies raised to reinforce the Continental army by Colo,
McCrea’s Regiment and the Deficiencies of Colos. Van Woert's,
Yates', & Van Schoonhoven's, hav'g by Genl. Orders of yester-
day been ordered to the Protection of the Northern Frontier,
His Excellency the gov'r in some Measure to strengthen the
Foree on the western Frontier to enable them the befter to
prevent the further Devastation of the Encmy in that Quarter,
orders that the ILe¢vies to be raised (and mot yet arrived at
Albany) by the Regts. of Colos. Quackenboss, Stephen J.
Schuvler, Ph. P. Schoyler, Wemple & K. V'n Renselaer do
without Delay rendezvous at the City of Albany and put them-
selves under Command of sach oficer as B. Genl Ten Broeek
shall appoint, and be marched with the least possible Delay
to such Pogt or Place on the western Fronotier as B, Genl.
V'n Renselaer ghall for that Purpose divect,

Notwithstanding these orders, Genl. Ten Broeck is to con
tinue at the Frontiers, such a Part of his Brigade as shall be
equal in No. to his Proportion of the Deficiencies in the Levies,

occasioned by Inlistments in the Cont’l Battalions.

Aug 11, 1780
General
Orders from
Governor
Clinton
authorizing
General
Robert Van
Rensselaer to
Establish a
Post on the
Frontier



September 11, 1780
Troops at Fort Rensselaer

<le

" [No. 8218.]

A Return of the Troops in Tryon County
Under the Command of Brigadier General Robert Van Rensselaer. Fort Rensselaer 11th Sept’r 1780.

PU
_—_—— g
Officers Present Rank and File =
Pt
Q
Fleld Commis'd Staft SR ;o
Regiments 2y -
u Sl le|uld sl RoE kS &
- > o
i 2 e e Stala Rl RIEl o | H |9 2|8 < %
Bl G LB e et glwiR e (RGEt g | B 5 LR g £ o
ElElSlefe |3 R ®tglelwietsieli8| BB |3 2| ulgld =
S|I&|8]|8 3|8 |2 |6|claldld|lojB8 (6|2 |8 |A|S|8})a |[A]& a
Colonel Brown 1 1 4 4 4 1(1 1 17 6| 22| 19 2 9 1 276 =
Leiut. Col: Harper 1 4 8 3 1 1 1 1 8 4 116 T T 4 146 Q
Major Frisbee detachment of militia 1 2 2 1 8 30 33 =
Total 1 1 2 10 9 8 21 31 1 2 28 10 | 388 9 16 ) 455 g
gone on a Scout to Canada Creeck 19 @)
E
Captain Demott of Col: Harper’s Regiment has made no return of his Company tho supposed to be about =
Fifteen Rank and File. Capt. Putman of the same Regiment sick, Leiut. Bateman under an arrest. 2

Lewis R. Morris, M. B. Robt. V’n Rensselaer, B: Genl.

First official document establishing Fort Rensselaer as a frontier outpost




Col Malcom& Gen Van Rensselaer
complain about Col Harper

AlbanySept 14 1780
Dr Governor

| am honored with your letter by°@lays-- My application for Pawling differs
in Complexion from the Views of odsopudriends-- but that matter is
Pawlingsseeing it proposed witleliverdme fromEmbarresrhBut at a
considerable hazard | would buy at the Expense of one Comp#ay know
the Circumstances of Dubois Benscoten- Gerl Ranslaerwill tell you that
Harper is a blockhead- pray confirm my order for Pawling & | will instantly
detach a goo€omp -- Things begin to brighten up | get Acquainted & the
people begin to find out that they must either give up their passes or Rations
| hope now to hold all necessary postbut must have TwG8ompydgo fort
Scuyler-- The Nine months men will not amount to 20that is not sufficient
to make a Garrisor- at least it ought to be Stronger Two Months/hat is to
be done- Augment from the Three months men?

The fellows who are officers have furloughed the merwhat Scoundrellsto
be trusted with the lives & property of a Country- Gerl Ransaleewill
report concerning this matter- If they attempt to serve as | find they have
him | certainly will punish themSeverly--




Malcomr eports muti ny
blaming Harper as the cause

AlbanySept 16 1780
Dear Govefr

| had the Honor of to write your Excellency a long letter by Gerleealslaera
few days ago, in which | gave a particular report of the of the disposition of the
Troops at that time.

| am persuaded th&awlingsis not to much wanted on the Frontiersssiopus

as for the proposed servieeMajor Dewitt will do as well there, but supposing
him a better officer he will not answer my purpose on account of Rank
Harpur must go, if Pawling does net and by all accounts he is not a proper
person-- Cd Brown who is just come to Town informs me that some
Companysf Harpurs havemutinyd on receiving the orders of march and

that the officers are thé\bbettors-- not being willing to leave particular
places-- and he gives it as his Opinion that they are not a Corps to be trusted
in the Garrison-- However all the use | would make of the information is to be
more particular in the Commanding Officer




Col Malcomis frustrated by
Har per o0s unpro

Fort RanselaeSep 25 1780
Dear Governor,

| might as well ask CoHarpur about the day ofludgemenias about
his Regiment- | really have not patience to mention instances of his
Unofficer like cond -- To AccommodatBadys MamysWifes&c |
haveTransferdMajor Hughs-- Drake & Lawrencen" good Subto
Harpurs Corps-- This will make them Respectable, and Mdjoighs
will Conduct the Garrison, perhaps as well as those who have been
longer Accustomed to separate Commartde has more
Understanding & | am Convinced more Industry than any that | can
assign for that Command He will for the future be returned as of
HarpursRed & Commanding at ForEcuyler-- have giverHarpur a
furlough-- any time & place-




Col John Browns killed in battle at
StoneArabia Oct 19,1780
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PoiHcript.
AMERICA.
Phifadel plia, Now. 123,

Wnbu bis Paceliency [ofeph Rred,
was vranimeully » Prefidess,
‘and the Hos ble Willlam Moore, Kig; Ve
m..sm..

Cad
1% arer?

Newspaper Story
on the Battles of
Stone Arabla &
KI ockodos Fi
reprinted in the
London Chronicle
January 25, 1782



Van Rensselaer Codkartial
March 12, 1781




